
Artwork Archive Artist Professional Development Series

RALLYING TOGETHER:
RESOURCES FOR ARTISTS DURING COVID-19



WHAT WE’LL COVER
● Report back on how artists are affected and what they are doing

● A breakdown of the CARES Act including

○ Pandemic Unemployment Assistance

○ Economic Injury Disaster Loans 

○ Payroll Protection Program (PPP) Loans

● Tips for approaching emergency financial grants

● Ways to strengthen your business with Artwork Archive tools

● Resources for artists during COVID-19
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CERF+ NATIONAL SURVEY RESULTS

● Conducted between March 20th and April 3rd
● 3270 responses from studio based artists across the 

US and territories
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CERF+ National Survey Results

Other:
● Classes and workshops cancelled
● Jobs outside of practice suspended
● Worries about supply chain 

interruptions
● Public art projects cancelled
● Unable to access or support 

additional labor

#
#
#
#


CERF+ National Survey Results

Immediate Financial Loss
● Average: $6,818.89 
● Median: $3,000

Anticipated 3 Month Loss
● Average: 18,284.97
● Median: $10,000
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CERF+ National Survey Results

What are your current needs for support at this time?

● The resounding answer is cash. 
● People cited concerns about being able to pay 

their rent or mortgage. 
● The other really common thread was support 

in getting set up for and/or increasing online 
sales. 

● And the other reality that came up was 
needing time, that even if they had the ability 
to sell their work online their new landscape 
involves having to homeschool their children.
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CERF+ National Survey Results

What are your future concerns?

● Immediate concerns reiterated 
● Are more shows/events going to be cancelled?
● How long will this last? 
● Will there will be federal relief?
● How will this affect tourism-based economies?
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CERF+ National Survey Results

Are you conducting your artistic practice differently or do you 
anticipate doing things differently in response to COVID-19?

● Shifting mindset to adapt to new reality
● Pivot to online sales and virtual shows
● Develop online classes
● Building inventory
● Networking with other artists online
● Changing from large work to smaller
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WHAT ARTISTS ARE DOING 

“I am participating in more online art contests.”

“I've created a small temporary studio at home in 
the corner of my living room because my main studio 
is across town (a non-essential trip).” 

“I will be catering to a lower price point as it is more 
reliably sold online, which will be my primary market 
source. I will also try to secure more commission 
work.” 

“I'm networking with others more than I usually do, 
as I check in to see how they're doing, and share ideas 
about how to get through this.”

“I'm creating coloring pages for people to buy and 
download to keep themselves and their kids busy and 
have fun.” 

“I have had to document my show with photos and short 
videos which has offered me the chance to spend more 
time looking at my work...give it room to 'breathe' and 
consider my next creative endeavours.”

“I am spending time cataloging my artworks and 
improving my website.” 

“I am a strong believer in making the best of any 
situation. When people have outlets to express 
themselves, they will experience less fear. I am 
partnering with local nonprofits to continue creating 
virtually and providing online platforms for artists to 
show their work.”

“I am going to try to teach online.”

LEARN MORE HERE

“I've lost all income because of event and class 
cancellations.”

“My freelance teaching has stopped. I am looking for 
other ways to earn revenue.”
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https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/how-artists-are-dealing-with-coronavirus-cancellations


FEDERAL FUNDING RELIEF 
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Financial Relief (US-based)
The CARES Act (for US-based Artists)
● The CARES Act includes provisions for self-employed workers and makes financial disaster relief available. There 

are also steps you can take to ease financial strain from the cost of housing, car and credit card payments, and health 
insurance premiums.

○ COVID-19: CARES Act and Steps You Can Take 

Pandemic Unemployment Assistance

Economic Injury Disaster Loans

Payroll Protection Program (PPP) Loans

Legal Disclaimer. The information contained in CERF+ materials and presentations and on the CERF+ or affiliated websites is provided for 
informational purposes only, and should not be construed as legal advice on any subject matter. You should not act or refrain from 
acting on the basis of any content included in this site without seeking legal or other professional advice.
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https://cerfplus.org/covid-19-steps-you-can-take/


Pandemic Unemployment Assistance
File for Unemployment: Various states are  still drawing up guidelines for Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) 
which will be available to self-employed workers. This will include an extra 13 weeks (39 rather than 26), and an extra 
$600/wk added to the payments. Unemployment offices are swamped, but don’t give up! There are provisions for 
being mailed a payment, but the best course is to have your bank account information ready and have it direct 
deposited.

● Apply through your state unemployment office. This assistance is delivered by the states who will be 
reimbursed by the federal government. Each state has it’s own limits, but $600 will be added to whatever you 
would normally get.

● Check with your state unemployment office. Some would prefer that you apply for regular unemployment right 
away, some prefer that you wait until the PUA assistance is actually available. If you can go ahead, apply now! 
If you have W2 income and qualify for state unemployment, you will receive regular unemployment. If you are 
self-employed and ineligible for state unemployment, you must still apply and be declined in order to apply for 
PUA when it is available. So the sooner you get a rejection the better.

● For PUA, you will need your tax records such as Schedule C for the last year or two. If you have low or zero 
net income, apply anyway. It is likely that you will receive compensation based on 50% the average payment 
in your state plus the $600 per week. The base amount will vary widely by state.

●  If you work part time or have very episodic income, take time to study advice for how to characterize income. 
In some states it makes a difference if you show it on one day per week or spread out. 

●  If you receive any kind of unemployment assistance, you must re-certify each and every week to continue to 
get it.

● If you receive a forgivable payroll loan or other assistance that covers your pay, you need to be sure that you 
are not receiving multiple grants for the same thing-no double-dipping. Be up front and ask questions.
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Economic Injury Disaster Loans

Economic Injury Disaster Loans

● For small businesses, available from Small Business Administration

● Self-employed individuals, sole proprietors, freelancers, etc. are eligible

● Apply online: SBA says that the application should take less than two hours to complete.

● Funds are limited and we are hearing “first come, first served,” so don’t delay application. If it turns out you 

don’t need it you can always turn it down or hold the funds and use them to repay the loan.

● These loans are intended to cover business expenses during the COVID crisis for businesses impacted by the 

crisis.

● Three days after approval there is a $10,000 advance that will be considered a grant.

● The remainder of the loan is a low interest loan.

Here’s SBA’s guide to their COVID-19 Relief options. 
This is an excellent guide to this program from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. Follow all the links, especially the one 
to the actual SBA loan program.
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https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options
https://www.uschamber.com/co/run/business-financing/sba-disaster-assistance-loans-guide


Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 
Loans

● For small businesses to maintain payroll and cover other business expenses during the COVID crisis.

● All or part of the loan will be forgivable if you are able to keep employees on your payroll (eg 75% towards 

payroll expenses).

●  Also available to sole proprietors and self-employed workers. It is uncertain exactly how this will work for 

very small operations.

● Apply through a bank. Banks must be certified SBA lenders-though more banks will be authorized to make 

these loans. Some bigger banks have dedicated SBA loan officers who may be able to expedite loans. If you have 

a relationship with your bank, that would be a good place to start.

● These have been  “first come, first served” although it is looking like  additional funds will be appropriated in 

other bills.

Here’s more information from the Chamber of Commerce.
Here’s the Small Business Administration’s info on COVID-19 related PPP Loans. 
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https://www.uschamber.com/report/covid-19-emergency-loans-small-business-guide
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program-ppp


Federal Funding Relief / CARES Act
● Office Hours with Nina Ozlu Tunceli, Chief Counsel of Government and Public Affairs at Americans for the Arts 

and Executive Director of the Arts Action Fund, 11 AM - 12 PM EST through April 24th. 

Further Reading:

01    |    CERF+ CARES Act Page

02    |    Office Hours with Nina

03    |    Table of Federal Arts Funding Opportunities from Americans for the Arts
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https://www.artsactionfund.org/
https://cerfplus.org/covid-19-steps-you-can-take/
https://www.americansforthearts.org/news-room/americans-for-the-arts-news/office-hours-with-nina-on-the-cares-act
https://www.artsactionfund.org/sites/artsactionfund.org/files/Cares%20Act%20Table%20of%20Loan%2C%20Grant%2C%20and%20Compensation%20Opportunities%20for%20the%20Arts%5B1%5D.pdf


How Artwork Archive Can Help
● Prove you’re a professional: Pull together information that demonstrates that you deserve funding..

○ Income and Expense tracking within Artwork Archive outlines your business and provides a full financial 

statement. Quickly print a history of your sales and income from workshops, classes, etc.

● Keep copies of your artist statement, bio, press,  along with funding applications and supplemental materials all 

stored in  

○ Store this information in My Docs so that you can easily retrieve and share with panelists your updated resume, 

website, bio and statement. Social media links, exhibition and publication history can also contribute positively to 
an application.

● Have a record of exhibitions easily retrievable.

○ Exhibition tracking within your Artwork Archive account allows you to share details. For instance, create a 

report of passed exhibitions to prove you are a professional, or create a report of missed exhibitions to 
demonstrate how you’ve been affected by COVID-19.

○ Find opportunities that are still happening despite the Coronavirus on our Calls for Entry page.

Further reading:

01    |    Revenue and Expense Tracking with Artwork Archive

02    |    One-Click Reports with Artwork Archive

03    |    My Docs on Artwork Archive
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https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/feature-release-revenue-expense-tracking
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/new-feature-alert-my-docs-on-artwork-archive
http://help.artworkarchive.com/en/articles/798986-getting-started-with-exhibitions
https://www.artworkarchive.com/call-for-entry
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/feature-release-revenue-expense-tracking
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/how-to-use-one-click-reports-to-improve-your-art-career
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/new-feature-alert-my-docs-on-artwork-archive


FINANCIAL GRANTS

#
#
#
#


Applying for Grants/Funding
Read the guidelines & qualifications:  Not every grant is for every artist. Save yourself the time and up your chances of 
getting funding by applying to the funding that includes your region, discipline and specific situation. 

Thorough documentation goes a long way. Use this downtime to compile the information you need for applications and 
streamline your process. Granting institutions are giving, but they get a lot of applications and need to make decisions based 
on information. Provide them with that information. 

Proof of cancelled contracts or commitments For grants that give based on a loss of income, you will need to prove your 
loss of income. Gather letters, emails and contracts that show the dates and rate of of pay that were cancelled. Document 
everything that has been cancelled that would have brought you income in the upcoming months. This can be outside of 
your art career as well (service job, teaching etc)

Record of past sales. You will need past records of sales if you will be estimated lost wages from cancelled shows, 
exhibitions or fairs. If you have an Artwork Archive account, you can do this in the Income feature by easily filtering your 
income by date or filtering by similars shows in the past year - 2 years. 

Prove your professionalism Funding institutions get thousands of applicants. The first matter of business is deciding who 
is qualified and who is a “career artist” who has lost wages due to the outbreak. The easiest way to quickly convey this to 
panelists is through an updated resume, website, bio and statement. Social media links, exhibition and publication history 
can also contribute positively to an application.

Source: NYFA
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CERF+ COVID-19 Relief Fund

CERF+’s founding mission is an emergency relief fund for artists working in craft disciplines. In order to address the 
anticipated increase in requests for assistance, we established the COVID-19 Response Fund. This fund is essential to our 
rapid and effective response to those artists working in craft disciplines who are suffering severe health impacts from the 
coronavirus.
● $3,000 grant
● Access information through the Get Help link in the home page banner at www.cerfplus.org

Potential applicants are asked to provide an initial inquiry where you’ll be asked to submit:
● Images of your work
● Either a resume or a description of your career
● A description of your emergency

If invited to complete an application, you’ll be asked to provide:
● The first two pages of your IRS Form 1040 and, if applicable, the Schedule C for your art business from the last two 

years (or your Forma Única if you are a Puerto Rico resident). If you have an art business and it is a corporation, 
then the first two pages of your IRS Form 1040 and the first two pages of your corporate tax return from the last two 
years. 

● Documentation of the emergency.
○ For a medical emergency, provide a written prognosis from your doctor or other health provider.

● You will also have the option to provide documents that illustrate your art career, in addition to images of your 
artwork and resume provided in the inquiry.

#
#
#
#
http://www.cerfplus.org


Other Resources Through the CERF+ Website

CERF+ is committed to providing artists with the information they need to sustain their careers. As such, we will 
continue sharing resources and opportunities over the  weeks ahead related to navigating these times.

What has been so inspiring and motivating over the past month is seeing just how many new emergency relief funds 
been created to meet this need, from regional arts councils like the Vermont Arts Council, to crowdsourced efforts like 
the  Seattle Artist Relief Fund that Ijeoma Oluo created and is raising funds for on gofundme. There are a lot of 
organizations aggregating lists of these funds, and CERF+ has a collection on our website, and we link to several really 
robust collections of funds like one that’s being compiled by Artists Thrive and is up to about 130 funds listed. 

And then CERF+ wants  to make sure everyone heard about Artist Relief. It’s a national emergency relief fund specific 
to COVID-19 and it’s for artists of all disciplines. The grants are for $5,000. 

For Organizations 
The NEA received $75 million in the CARES Act and 60% of that will be going out in direct grants. Their first cycle 
opened April 10th, and that’s for organizations that have received funding from the NEA in the past 4 years. The next 
cycle for other organizations will open up in July. 
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https://cerfplus.org/cerfplus-responds-to-covid-19/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1z-tPPKTDMxMVJcFF6DWAXe8TkYw-1UynNPHo36JqUoI/edit#gid=0
https://www.artistrelief.org/


Find resources for your region (US-based)

02  |     How Artists are Dealing with Coronavirus Cancellations

01    |    Financial Relief Resources for Artists During COVID-19

03    |    Americans for the Arts COVID-19 Resources Center

04    |    How to Support Artists and the Arts During COVID-19 

05    |   Creative Prompts for Art Projects During Social Distancing

06    |    How to Experience Art & Culture During Coronavirus

07    |   Meditations to Ease the Artist’s Mind

01    |   Americans for the Arts COVID Center

Financial Relief and other COVID-19 Resources for Artists

02    |   Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts

03    |   Springboard for the Arts

04    |   Check with your local arts & business council 

           Artwork Archive’s COVID-19 Resource page
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https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/building-the-best-online-portfolio-for-your-art
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/the-8-online-platforms-every-artist-should-be-using
https://www.americansforthearts.org/by-topic/disaster-preparedness/coronavirus-covid-19-resource-and-response-center
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/get-inspired-by-these-beautiful-public-portfolios
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/why-i-chose-artwork-archive-for-my-online-portfolio
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/how-to-experience-art-culture-during-coronavirus
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/meditations-to-ease-the-artist-s-mind
https://www.americansforthearts.org/by-topic/disaster-preparedness/coronavirus-covid-19-resource-and-response-center
https://vlany.org/
https://springboardforthearts.org/
https://springboardforthearts.org/
https://www.artworkarchive.com/guides/covid-19-artist-resources


STRENGTHEN YOUR BUSINESS
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Organize your business & inventory
● Catch up on tasks that you’ve been putting off. All of this will not only help you run your business, it will help 

you apply for relief grants or lost wages grants. 
○ Document artworks, contacts, & critical information (what you have created, where it is, price, etc.)
○ Track past exhibitions (will need these to prove the history of your art profession)
○ Log Income (will need to this to prove lost wages)
○ Expenses (will need for taxes)
○ Create contact lists (good for sending newsletter updates)
○ Organize documents (create a “toolkit” of materials for applications and presentations)

Further Reading:

01    |    Why Inventorying Your Art Benefits Your Career

02    |    How to Inventory Your Artwork

03    |    The Importance of Being an Organized Artist

04    |    Small tasks to do each day to get your business organized

05    |    How to Build a Digital Archive of Your Artwork

06    |    8 Tips to Start Archiving Your Artwork

07    |    Free Guide to Archiving Your Work

08    |   What to Look for in Art Inventory Software

09    |   How to Protect Your Artistic Legacy

#
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https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/why-inventorying-your-art-benefits-your-career
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/how-to-inventory-your-artwork
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/lessons-from-the-front-lines-the-importance-of-being-an-organized-artist
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/how-to-organize-your-art-business-in-just-15-minutes-a-day
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/how-to-build-a-digital-archive-of-your-artwork
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/8-tips-to-start-archiving-your-artwork
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/how-to-organize-your-art-business-in-just-15-minutes-a-day
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/what-to-look-for-in-your-art-inventory-software
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/what-artists-should-be-doing-to-protect-their-legacy


Continue to market yourself 
● Update and optimize your website. Your website is your gallery these days. Make sure your inventory is 

up-to-date and you are showing off your works. Artwork Archive’s Website Embed helps keep all info current.

● Sell artwork online.  Focus on what’s working. You don’t have to discount your works, but you can offer a 
different body of work at more accessible price points—smaller works, prints, cards, limited edition apparel. 

For those using Artwork Archive there are many features that help get your work out into the world

○ Artwork Archive Public Profile + Private Rooms

● Create an online exhibition. Use Artwork Archive collections for online exhibitions. You can make 
collections of your works and share them as online exhibitions. Here’s how.

Further reading:

01    |   How to Sell on Artwork Archive’s Public Page  02    |   Impress Collectors and Clients with Private Rooms

03    |   Building the Best Online Portfolio for Your Art    04    |   How to Showcase Your Art During COVID-19

#
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https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/introducing-website-integrations-on-artwork-archive
https://www.artworkarchive.com/
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/introducing-private-rooms-on-artwork-archive
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/how-lawrence-w-lee-made-20-000-via-artwork-archive
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/how-to-use-private-rooms-to-impress-clients-collectors
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/building-the-best-online-portfolio-for-your-art
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/how-to-showcase-your-art-collection-online-during-the-covid-19-shutdown


QUESTIONS?
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Connect with us

Artwork Archive 

● Artwork Archive provides the tools for artists to organize, manage, share and showcase their artwork. 
From inventory and consignment reports to sales and invoices, contacts management, and location 
tracking, we provide everything you need to get organized and manage your career.

● Free trial can be found at www.artworkarchive.com. Try it free for 30 days!

● Our blog is at www.artworkarchive.com/blog

● Contact us at info@artworkarchive.com

CERF+

● To find our info on the CARES Act, Resources, and link to Apply for Help, visit www.cerfplus.org

● You can also reach us at info@cerfplus.org

#
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#
http://www.artworkarchive.com?utm_campaign=covid-webinar&utm_source=webinar
mailto:info@artworkarchive.com
http://www.cerfplus.org
mailto:info@cerfplus.org


Moment of Artful Zen

Source: The New York Times Fine Art Museum for a Guinea Pig. Source: Bored Panda.
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/16/style/art-recreation-challenge-coronavirus.html
https://www.boredpanda.com/the-piggenheim-museum-guinea-pig-maisie-teresa-mistretta/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=organic

